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THE INCREASE OF FEMALE INEBRIETY
AND ITS REMEDY.

FiOR some time past we have repeatedly called the attention
of our readers to the steady extension of drunkenness among
women, which has been taking place in recent years in
various countries, though most rapidly in Britain. Twenty
years ago, an inebriate female was, in Austria in the old
world and in the United States in the new world, a rara avis.
To-day in the former country, the women of which had for
centuries been fasmous for their sobriety, so sad has been the
change for the worse, that children are frequently sent by
their mothers to school visibly under the influence of intoxi-
cants. In America, though not as a rule in the eye of the
public, a substantial proportion have "taken to drink," some
having developed into devotees to essence of ginger and
other still more destructive forms of inebriety. Nor are
these nations without their rivals in this miserable race
to female degradation among colonial and other foreign
peoples.
Yet all other countries put together are far behind Britain

in this unenviable notoriety. Twenty years ago, a woman
was rarely seen drinking at the bar of a publichouse or beer-
shop; now, especially in the metropolis and in other large
cities, it is a common sight to see more women than men so
assembled. Of late, batches of women, including girls, have
been making a weekly habit of going from one publichouse
to another till all have become drunk, the day's proceedings
often ending in a free fight. In England and Wales, of com-
mitments of already convicted offenders, the number of
females rose from 5,673 in 1878 to 9,451 in 1884. Of the
145,000 individuals responsible for the 250,000 commitments
to prisons last year over the whole kingdom, there were
112,000 males and 33,000 females. From these striking facts
we learn that the proportion of male to female prisoners,
which used to be 7 to 1, is now only 3 to 1. Terms of im-
prisonment of ten years and over are 60 per cent. more fre-
quent among women than among men. In London, where
the number of female convictions for drunkenness two years
ago was 3,000, there was an increase last year of 500. In ad-
dition to this marked increase, there were 8,373 apprehen-
sions on a charge of having been *drunk and disorderly."
Glasgow shows a still more shocking record. In that great

commercial centre the commitments of women to prison
nunber 10,500. Of the 4,000 women represented by this

total of commitments, no fewer than 450 were sent to gaol
for from six to thirty-four separate terms. Ireland has con-
tributed the champion inebriate female record breaker, one
of Hibernia's daughters having undergone apprehension on
no fewer than 700 different occasions, though not yet 40
years old. One woman hadjbeen in prison on 52 separate
charges during twelve months. These sentences, too, were
imposed on offenders of all ages, ranging from 12 to 80 years
of age. Many of these female habituals have been convicted
one, two, three, four, five, and six hundred times in the
cities, those with so terrible a record being from 2 to 7 per
cent.
Among the non-criminal classes the increase of intoxica-

tion among females has, in England, been nearly as great.
The overwhelming rush of applications for admission to
special homes discloses such an amount of female intempe-
rance existing in our midst, at the present time, as is almost
incredible. The standard of sobriety among women has
come of late to be gradually but perceptibly lowered, till un-
happily now women are much more often seen affected by
liquor in the streetsand at public and private gatherings. Nor
has the increase been restricted to the poor and those in
straitened circumstances; notwithstanding the many re-
markable converts to abstinence of women moving in the
highest ranks, intemperance, generally secret, has been un-
mistakably increasing among the cultured and wealthy of
the land.
To the Daily Telegraph the thanks of the profession and the

community are due for the following up of its extended cor-
respondence and emphatic endorsement of compulsory legis-
lation for inebriates last year, by the recent exposition of the
rapid rate of progress of female intemperance and the venti-
lation of proposals for meeting this distressing state of
things.
An elucidation of the various factors which have contri-

buted to what the Telegraph justly calls " A National Shame "

is essential to an intelligent appreciation of the remedial
effort from which amelioration and prevention of the evil
may be hoped. The frequent systemic perturbation which
involves acute suffering to so many women from functional
crises peculiar to the sex is responsible forprobably the largest
number of cases of inebriety arising from any single cause.
Transmission of the inebriate diathesis, of some other ex-
changeable neurosis, and of mental instability comes next,
and, indeed, adds to the inebriety-generative influence of the
former source. Mental and physical overwork, household and
family worry, the neurasthenia of other diseases, of too fre-
quent parturition and of accident, account for a goodly pro-
portion. Idleness, want of steady occupation or pursuit, which
would distract the individual from that ennui and depression
which invite the deceptive solace of anaesthetics, with other
predisposing and exciting causes, are the starting point to an
inebriate career of not a few. Selfish indulgence to every
passing whim, the non-cultivation of inhibition and thought
also swell the roll of causes which render women an easy
prey to the delusive and transitory lethe of intoxication, and
break down the will.
There is not always a "crave " for drink. Many women

hate the narcotic, from which they cannot refrain, with un-
utterable loathing. The crave, where it exists, is not for the
article by which intoxication can be secured, but for intoxica-
tion itself. Mostly there is an impulse, an uncontrollable
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over-mastering, indescribableforce majeure, which is satisfied
-though for the moment only-to satiety in the oblivion of
drunkenness.
The causes of inebriety being both physical and mental,

the combination of medicines with hygienic measures, intel-
lectual, moral, and elevating influences, with absorbing occu-
pation, largely muscular, are all called for. The plan of
punishing female drunkards having utterly failed, though
many of these have undergone hundreds of doses of this
"cure," it is manifest that a new departure must be made.
Hitherto, we have treated habitual drunkards as wilful criminal
offenders. Let trial be made of the method of treating them
as diseased indtviduals, in a hospital instead of in a prison.
The most unremitting care of magistrates, constables, and
prison cells having proved futile, if the Legislature, as there
are strong indicationswill be the case, will hand these offenders
over to the medical profession, with adequate appliances and
powers of seclusion, we have little doubt that a large propor-
tion of these hitherto uncured women will be relieved of their
malady, and will become peaceful, industrious, law-abiding
citizens. The experiment will be a grand one, fraught with
important issues alike to the criminal and non-criminal
victims, the profession, and the community at large. Ample
provision should also be made for a similar compulsory
therapeutic procedure in the case of all classes of confirmed
inebriates.

THE VIBRIO OF ASIATIC CHOLERA.
III.-CRITICISMS.

APPOSITE criticism of the opinions and deductions, based
upon the results of scientific research, has ever been found
provocative of further advance, and even where the opposi-
tion has been unduly severe, not to say unjust, that very
opposition has led to increased endeavours and the produc-
tion of even more important and more definite results in
science. Thus we are of the opinion that the long-continued
distrust that has been manifested, not only in this country,
but also, to a less extent, abroad, with regard to the specific
nature of the vibrio cholerae Asiatic has been of positive
advantage to bacteriology and to medicine.
The elaborate preparation of his animals, previous to their

inoculation with the vibrio which he found necessary, was
sufficient to raise just doubts as to whether Koch had in reality
induced in them a true choleriform condition, and whether
therefore, his microbe was specific; and these doubts have
led to attempts not to prepare, and weaken, the animals, but
to intensify the virulence of the vibrio, and, as has been already
been pointed out in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of Sep-
tember 17th, Gamaleia and Haffkine have of late succeeded
in bringing about this intensification. With the intensified
virus they have given a true choleraic disease to dogs and
rabbits, and with this have supplied the proof positive,
according to the canons of bacteriology, that Koch's vibrio
is capable of inducing cholera. This much may then be
regarded as definitely settled.
Yet it is urged that Koch's vibrio is but one out of a large

number of closely-allied species, and on these grounds its
specificity has been questioned by several writers. Surgeon-
Major D. D. Cunningham describes ten species which he
obtained from typical cases of cholera at Calcutta, and can
arrive at no other conclusion than a denial that the primary

cause of cholera is represented by any species of intestinal
schizomycete discovered up to the present, and an admission
that possibly those schizomycetes, whose existence is
favoured by the existence of the choleraic condition, ma-
exert an important influence on the ultimate outcome of in-
dividual cases of the disease. Surgeon-General Cornish
lately, in a published magazine article of great interest, gave
expression to a somewhat similar view, denying that we
know anything positive as to the intimate nature of the
cholera contagium, and employing as his main argument the
fact that Klein (?), Lewis, and Cunningham have found the
comma bacillus in the drinking waters of India in seasons
when the people using such waters are absolutely free fromn
cholera.
We are inclined to consider that those who employ this

argument have neglected to take into account the not in-
considerable mass of fa,cts that have accumulated bearing
upon the variation of other pathogenic micro-organisms, facts
which satisfactorily explain away this objection. We know
now that it is not safe to look upon the species of pathogenic
microbes as constant, possessing unvarying attributes. Our
employment of the term must be elastic. Take the bacillus
of diphtheria; Roux and Yersin have shown very clearly that.
its virulence is capable of great variation. Take the anthrax:
bacillus, or in fact any other pathogenic microbe; grow it in!
an environment diverging but very slightly from the normal,
and the virulence diminishes. If in India a form indistin-
guishable from the cholera vibrio be found in the water of
districts unaffected with cholera, this fact is but on a par
with the frequent presence of the staphylococcus pyogenes in
ordinary saliva and upon healthy skin, or of the diplococcus,
of pneumonia in the saliva of 30 per cent. ormore of individuals
in perfect health. While the actual modifications to be seen
in the mode of growth of the cholera vibrio obtained from
different cases and from diverse localities find their counter-
part again in Banti's observations upon the diplococcus pneu-
monive. Studying the cases of pneumonia that came under
his care during five years, Banti found that with successive
epidemics variations were to be made out in the characters of
the microbe. The type form, as described by Fraenkel ancI
Talamon, was the most frequent, and this he obtained from
his cases in the years 1886, 1887, and 1890; but for two years
he never came across typical growths, obtaining instead three
varieties or races, differing slightly, but nevertheless charac-
teristically, from the normal, and showing little tendency to-
revert. It has long been known that growths of the vibrio-
cholerwe Asiaticee obtained from different epidemics or from
different regions during the course of the same epidemic are
distinguishable, grow with greater or less rapidity, produce-
more or less pigment, possess higher or lower virulence.
The researches of Hueppe and Cartwright Wood have indi-
cated that this artificial variation in the properties of this
microbe can be brought about with ease; and everyone who-
has studied preparations of the pure cultures under the micro-
scope can distinguish the very considerable variations in size
and shape that are to be made out between the individual
microbes. In fact, the vibrio cholerve Asiaticme is, as a.
species, capable of wide change, and everything points to the
conclusion that modifications or races of fair permanency are
easily to be produced. The inherent probability of this view
is far greater than that of Cunningham, who would multiply
species to an extent destructive of all bacteriology.
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DANGEROUS QUACK LITERATURE: THE MORAL
OF A RECENT SUICIDE.

MEDICAL men have repeated-nay, almost constant-evidence
brought under their eyes of the ruin wrought by a peculiarly
7pernicious class of quack literature, which, in spite of recent
legislation, and of the efforts of the police, continues to be
widely circulated. This class of handbill, pamphlet, and
advertisement identifies, with diabolical ingenuity, the
,ordinary and frequent symptoms of " lassitude," " debility,"
"' loss of memory," " low spirits," etc., especially common in
adolescents and nervous and dyspeptic or hypochondriac
young men, with serious maladies and personal faults of con-
.duct or habit. They fill the minds of such readers with
dire despondency and erroneous fears, and by describing what
are often physiological phenomena incidental to adolescence
as evidences of deep-seated mischief, fraught with peril to
mind and body, they thus make confirmed invalids and hope-
less patients of those who only need a little sound lecturing
or gentle remonstrance, or cheery reassurance. .Week after
week we receive despairing letters from these victims of foul
birds of prey, who have obtained their first hold on those
they rob, torture, and often ruin, by advertisements, which
are, we regret deeply to say, inserted far too freely,
and with too little sense of responsibilty, by newspapers of a
respectable, nay, even of a valuable and respected, character.
aReligious newspapers, daily evening papers of high class and
aim, cheap and highly-popular social journals, do not hesitate
to print advertisements of which the mischievous pretences are
transparent or very thinly veiled. One such is now published
-in all the papers almost without exception; nor has recent and
frequent exposure oftheworthlessness ofthe "curativemethod"
proposed induced any one newspaper, so far as we know, to
-refuse it insertion. Recently-to take only one case in point-
we received an official request from the authorities who con-
-cern themselves with the law which was recently aimed at
the most palpable and coarsest of these advertisers (who
allow themselves to cross the narrow border which commonly
'divides their artfully framed advertisements from open ob-
?scenity) to advise whether the analysis of the particular
nostrum recommended as the vehicle and cover of a system
-of fraud was in itself so palpably dangerous, or afforded in
itself so clear a legal basis of action that criminal proceedings
,could be taken with the certainty of conviction. The case was
in its way noticeable. The advertiser had found large access to
the columns of respectable newspapers and journals. As, how-
ever, the wording of the advertisement was not so ingenious as
-usual, there was ground for proceedings under the Act of last
-year for an offence against public propriety. The benevolent
and wealthy proprietor of the paper was waited on, and the im-
proper character of the advertisement pointed out. Atten-
tion to the subject was promised. The advertisement con-
tinued, however, to appear with the alterations in the word-
ing necessary to take it out of the reach of the law. A
Jurther interview, in which copies of the deceptive and mis-
vehievous documents forwarded to those who answered the
,advertisement were laid before him produced the answer,
-which is common, that neither editor, manager, nor proprietor
<could undertake the suggested "censorship " of the advertise-
Jments. Populus vult decpi, decipiatur.
We are very well aware of the difficulties which sur-

rround the censorship of advertisements. We have almost

weekly experience of them. Not only are large classes of
advertisements systematically rejected by us, so that they have
ceased to be offered, but even with the knowledge of the prin-
ciples of censorship which we adopt, ingeniously adapted
variants come habitually under notice in which it requires a
good deal of vigilance to detect covered infractions of ethical
rule. The rejection involves the sacrifice of many hundreds,
nay, in all of some thousands, a year of income from an always
flowing Pactolian stream. But it is surely a duty which all
those who aspire, and justly aspire, in their own columns to be
leaders of public opinion, guardians of public morality, and
reformers of abuse owe to the dignity and worth of their
ubiquitous and powerful influence. The press, it has been
repeatedly said of late, is developing new powers and form-
ing an "estate" which grows continually in greatness in
the State. It is sometimes declared to be largely assuming
the functions of the pulpit and the platform. It leads
crusades with fervour and sincerity, it puts social purity,
benevolence, personal honour, physical and mental progress
in the foreground of its programme. This in the editorial
columns; but a few shillings or a few hundred pounds often
purchase admission to another part of the paper for thinly
veiled garbage, palpable, monstrous, and mischievous lying
and hardly concealed plots for defrauding, terrifying, and
making miserable the unhappy victims of a system of mental
intimidation and deception.
At an inquest held at Westminster this week on a young

butcher, aged 21, who had cut his throat, there were pro-
duced a varied selection of the sort of pamphlets sent to the
unwary, who fall into the traps set by newspaper adver-
tisements of the kind to which we refer. The police in-
spector who found them said " that a young man reading
them might think he was suffering from every disease im-
aginable." Dr. Pearce, the divisional surgeon, said that
" no doubt the deceased had worried himself by reading the
pamphlets. Suicides had occurred before under similar cir-
cumstances." No doubt a great many suicides. But there must
be countless cases of protracted misery, alarm, and depression
from mental anxiety amongst young men of the less educated
and wealthy classes at a time of life and under circumstances
when such suffering greatly prejudices their career. The
answer, "caveat emtptor," does not seem to us to sum up all
that ought to be said or done in the matter, and we submit
the case to the further consideration of our colleagues in the
press, and of proprietors of popular newspapers and journals.

WE are informed that Sir Richard Owen's condition has
improved during the last few days. He has taken a little
solid food, and is a trifle stronger.

THE Old King's College Hospital students' annual dinner
will take place on Monday, October 3rd, at Limmer's Hotel,
Conduit Street, at 6.30 for 7 P.M. Dr. Burney Yeo will be in
the chair.

THE death is announced of Dr. G. D. Longstaff, (father
of Dr. Longstaff, member of the London County Council) at
Wandsworth, on September 23rd, at the age of 94. He was
widely known for his public benefactions. He built and
presented to Wandsworth the Longstafl wing of the Free
Library, which was opened a few years ago. Quite recently
it was mainly due to Dr. Longstaffs munificence that that in-
stitution was freed from a debt of £4,000.
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Dn. E. SYMES THOMPSON, G?resham Professor in Medicine
will deliver lectures at the Gresham College on Cholera on
October 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th, at 6 o'clock. Among other
things he proposes to discuss the value of medical knowledge
and experience in the person of the Parliamentary Secretary
of the Local Government Board.

PROFESSOR HANKIN, B. A., Fellow of St. John's College,
Cambridge, leaves for India to-day to take up his appoint-
ment as Bacteriologist, Chemical Examiner, and Analyst to
the North-West Provinces and Oude. We hear that Mr.
Hankin, who it will be remembered recently underwent in-
oculation with Haffkine's anticholeraic vaccine at the
Pasteur Institute, has since swallowed some of Haffkine's
" virus exaltd "-that is to say the cholera germs in a degree
of virulence estimated to be twenty times as great as nor-
mal-without any other consequence than that of a slight
diarrhcea. This may be regarded as an additional, though
not yet conclusive, reason for hoping that Haffkine's method
of inoculation has proved efficient in this case, and that it
may prove to be capable of effectual application in India.

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF
LONDON.

THE Harveian Oration before the Royal College of Physicians
of London will be delivered by Dr. J. H. Bridges on Tuesday,
October 18th, at 4 P.M. On Tuesday, November 8th, at the
same hour, the Bradshaw Lecture will be delivered by Dr. S.
J. Gee, who has chosen for his subject " The Signs of Acute
Peritoneal Diseases."

DEATH CERTIFICATES AND REGISTRARS.
WE understand that the statement which has appeared
that fresh instructions were about to be issued to regis-
trars respecting certificates of deaths is without founda-
tion. The question of what constitutes a bona'-fide attend-
ance entitling a practitioner to give certificates must depend
upon the circumstances. Certainly attending a patient by
proxy, that is by an unqualified assistant, is not bond-fide
attendance, and it has been held in one case that seeing
a patient once did not constitute attendance as contem-
plated by the law.

GIFT OF A HOSPITAL.
WE are informed that under the will of the late Mr. Edwin
Smallwood, of Redditch, the sum of £5,000 has been left
to his trustees to found and endow a hospital in that town,
to be called the Smallwood Hospital. Through the gene-
rosity of his brother, Mr. W. Smallwood, the residuary
legatee, a further sum of £10,000 has been added to the
above. In addition, the sum of £1,000 has been promised by
Mr. S. Allcock, and £500 by Mrs. T. Bartleet, for purchase
of site, etc.

MEETINGS OF METROPOLITAN MEDICAL SOCIETIES.
THiE first metropolitan society to begin the work of the new
session is the Obstetrical Society, which will meet on Wed-
nesday evening, when Dr. Cullingworth will introduce the
subject of the Value of Abdominal Section in Pelvic Perito-
nitis. On Friday the West London Medico-Chirurgical So-
ciety will meet to hear the presidential address of Mr. Swin-
ford Edwards, on Urinary Surgery of the Present Day con-
trasted with that of Twelve Years Ago. The Medical So-
ciety of London will meet for the first time on Monday,
October 17th.

SCARLET FEVER AND THE ASYLUMS BOARD.
THE hospitals of the-Asylums Board are still completely filled
with scarlet fever patients, new cases in small numbers being
admitted daily to fill the beds vacated by discharges and
deaths. The new North-Eastern Hospital at Tottenham will

be inspected on Friday. The hospital will hold nearly 500
patients, giving each a cubical space of 2,000 feet. It con-
sists of twenty-two wooden buildings for patients, with ac-
cessory buildings for the administration, bringing the total
number up to nearly fifty, The land has been purchased,
and the whole of the work, including furnishing, has been done
in less than seven weeks. On Tuesday next it is anticipated
that it will be ready for the reception of cases, but it is to be
feared that the patients now retained in their own homes
for want of accommodation in the existing hospitals will go
far to exhaust the four hundred beds thus to be added to the
managers' resources. The time is at hand, however, when
past experience justifies the hope that the epidemic will be-
gin to subside, Meanwhile, it is satisfactory to note that,
although the number of cases notified and in hospital are
greatly in excess of those of any previouis year, the deaths,
which in the preceding three weeks had been 38, 34, and 31,
further fell last week to 27, and were two below the corrected
decennial average.

LESSONS FROM LAST WEEK'S " BILL OF
MORTALITY."

IT is satisfactory to note, from the Registrar-General's return
for last week, that the mortality in London was 'below the
average, the total deaths registered being 1,238, or 116 fewer
than the average number in the corresponding week of the
preceding ten years. With the exception of enteric fever,
which showed a slight excess, and of diphtheria, which
showed a marked excess, the mortality from each of the prin-
cipal zymotic diseases was considerably below the average;
the deaths from respiratory and nervous diseases also showed
a marked decline. The most satisfactory features of the
Registrar-General's return are that the deaths both from diar-
rhoeal diseases and from choleraic diarrhcea and simple
cholera were fewer than in any recent week; and that, not-
withstanding the general prevalence of scarlet fever in the
metropolis, and the fact that there are nearly 3,400 cases of
this disease under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums
Hospitals, the deaths from scarlet fever did not exceed 27,
and were actually below the average number of deaths in the
corresponding week of the preceding ten years.

PARIS WASHHOUSES.
OUR Paris Correspondent writes: The " Samaritaine, ' the
well-known hot bath establishment on the banks of the
Seine, will shortly disappear. The building is in a tumble-
down condition. The proprietor has applied to the Munici-
pality for permission to make the necessary alterations,
which has been refused, on the grounds that the existence of
the floating baths and washhouses are inimical to the public
health. By this method of preventing necessary repairs, all
the bateawv lavoirs on the banks of the Seine will inevit-
ably disappear.

VARIABILITY IN THE SYMPTOMS OF CHOLERA.
IT has been perhaps too much the custom to speak of Asiatic
cholera as a disease always presenting symptoms so charac-
teristic and of so much gravity that it would certainly and
surely be recognised by any competent physician on the
look out for cases of the disease. A communication from Sir
William Moore, which we print in another column, calls
timely attention to the fact that in cholera, as in most if not
all other infectious diseases, the symptoms now and then
are very anomalous, and may present nothing distinctly
characteristic. It is not merely that cases of a mild type
may be miRtaken for cholera nostras, but that marked diar-
rhcea and collapse may be absent. Yet there can be no doubt
that the evacuations from these anomalous cases are capable
of spreading the disease. The researches of Koch have
placed in our hands a criterion for deciding the question in
doubtful cases, and Dr. Hime's paper, also published in this
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number, shows with how mtich startling success the methods
of cultivation may be applied. The method has been widely
resorted to on the Continent, and has been employed in New
York, but, so far as we are aware, has not received any official
sanction in this country. Yet it is very desirable that a
system should be established by which the Medical Depart-
ment of the Local Government Board should be prepared to
undertake bacteriological examinations in all cases of cholera
or severe choleraic diarrheea occurring in our ports during
the prevalence of the present epidemic in Europe. The ex-
amination can be completed in a comparatively short time,
as the cholera organism soon presents characteristic appear-
ances when grown on gelatine nutrient material. In this
way doubt and conflict of clinical opinion could be removed
and much danger and anxiety prevented.

PL'ERPERAL FEVER IN DENMARK.
OFFICIAL statistics published by the Danish Board of Health
show that there has been a remarkable decline in the mor-
tality from puerperal fever in Copenhagen and the provincial
towns of Denmark during the last thirty years. In Copen-
hagen the deatlh-rate (per mille of births) from that cause
was 9.66 in 1t60-69, 5.41 in 1870-79, and 3.33 in 1880-89, the
corresponding figures for the provincial townis being 5.20,
5.17, and 2.75. The first decade represents the pre-antiseptic
period, the second the experimental period, and the third the
period of thorough antisepsis. Antiseptics are at present in
universal use among Danish midwives.

DRUGS AND DISPENSERS.
THE keeper of the Supply Stores at West Bromwich has been
prosecuted by the local authorities, under the Food and
Drugs Act, for the sale of milk of sulphur containinig 46 per
cent. calcium sulphate in place of precipitated sulphur, the
article askpd for by the purchaser, and a fine was inflicted by
the magistrates. In the local papers the defendant, John
Vincent Webster, was described as a " chemist," but no such
name appears upon the Register of Chemists and Druggists.
We learn that he is an unregistered person, against whom
proceedings have already been taken by the Pharmaceutical
Society for the illegal sale of poisons, and that the business
carried on by him is one of those ostensible companies which
are held to be legally outside the Pharmacy Act, although
the proprietorship is virtually in the hands of the individual
carrying on the business. The practical evasion of the law
by means of this device is, with good reason, a source of
complaint on the part of the medical profession, who need
adequate guarantees of the education of those to whom is en-
trusted the dispensing of prescriptions, while it is a source
of danger to the public that chemists' business should in that
manner be carried on by persons who do not possess the
qualification that is requisite in itself and demanded by the
law.

CASE MORTALITY OF SCARLET FEVER.
THiE compulsory notification of scarlet fever in London affords
the means of comparing the proportions of deaths to cases,
and also the relative proportions of deaths to cases among
those treated in the Metropolitan Asylums Board's hospitals
and those treated at home or elsewhere. It appears that
during the first eight months of this year the case mortality
of scarlet fever was equal to 4.6 per cent.; but while the
mortality in the Metropolitan Asylums Board's hospitals was
equal to 7.1 per cent., it did not exceed 2.1 per cent. among
those patients treated elsewhere, the difference being chiefly
due to the fact that the more acute cases were removed to
the hospitals. It is, however, noteworthy that the propor-
tion of deaths to cases treated outside the hospitals should
have shown such a marked decline during the current year,
since the percentage of such deaths was 4.0 in 1890 and 3,8 in
1891, while the case mortality in the hospitals has varied but
slightly. Tile proportion of notified cases that are removed

to the hospitals still shows a steady increase, the percentage
during the current year being 51, against 43 and 46 respect-
ively in 1890 and 1891. No fewer than 77 per cent. of the total
deaths in London from scarlet fever since the beginning of
this year have occurred in the Metropolitan Asylums Board's
hospitals, while in 1890 the proportion was only 46 per cent.

DENTISTRY IN SCHOOLS.
EARLY in this year we called attention to a report made by a
member of the British Dental Association of an examination
of the teeth of 900 children at the Hanwell School. Shortly
afterwards a dental surgeon was appointed to this school to
take charge of the teeth of these children. We have now
much pleasure in calling attention to a similar investigation
made at the schools at Sutton. Here the teeth of 1,985
children have been examined, and the report sent in to the
Board of the South London Metropolitan School District is
no less serious than was the one at Hanwell. Of these 2,000
children, there were only 527 with sound dentition, while
there were no fewer than 4,677 teeth requiring attention-2,991
of the temporary set and 1,686 of the permanent one. Of the
former, 2,025, and of the latter, 1,173, required filling; the
remainder, from neglect, requiring extraction. The directorate
of this school would do well to adopt the recommendation of
the British Dental Association and appoint a dentist to the
school. The initial outlay would probably amount to £40,
with an annual outlay, say, of £150 to £160 for the dentist,
who should visit the school at stated intervals and make a
report, and £10 for materials. By this means much local
suffering would be prevented and the general well-being of
the inmates promoted, for it is practically impossible for
nutrition to proceed satisfactorily while mastication is ren-
dered difficult by the presence of untreated carious or
defective teeth. It cannot be too strongly urged upon those
entrusted with the care and welfare of children, whether
pauper or otherwise, that the benefit accruing to them from
the skilled attention of the dentist vastly outweighs the cost
attending such attention.

THE MEDICAL CO-EDUCATION OF THE SEXES.
DR. STEPHEN SMITH, writing in the New York Philanthropist,
has given some interesting facts connected with the educa-
tion of Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell in the United States. She
had been refused admission by several medical colleges,
when the Dean of an institution notorious for the rowdyism
of its students, astonished them by the suggestion that ia
lady should be permitted to attend the lectures. The propo-
sition was put to the vote, and the class, numbering 150
students, carried the motion with only one dissentient " No."
Miss Blackwell's entrance into that Bedlam of confusion
acted like magic, the class was transformed. One morning
the lady was missed at the anatomy lecture; the lecturer
explained that as they were approaching delicate subjects he
had advised her to absent herself. But the lady declined to
be so advised, she had paid for a full course and she offered,
if she were likely to embarrass the lecturer, tb remove her
bonnet and take a back seat. She trusted that his interest
in his subject would lead him to forget the presence of stu-
dent No. 130, her registered number. The lady received an
ovation from her fellow-students, perfect order reigned in the-
theatre, and in due course 3es Blackwell took the first
medical diploma granted to a woman in the United States.

LONDON SEWAGE TREATMENT.
IT is now about eight years ago since -the late Metropolitan
Board of Works decided to adopt the present system carried
out for the disposal of the sewage of London, which involves
the precipitation of the sewage at the two outfalls at Barking
and Crossness, and the carriage of sludge to sea in steamers.
These works cost about £800,000, and the annual working
expenses, including interest on capital, ampunt to about
£120,000. The system of dealing with the sewage in the
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manner described was originally put forward and strongly
advocated by Mr. W. J. Dibdin, chemist to the London
County Council, who held the same position under the
Metropolitan Board of Works. At the outset it met with
considerable oppositioa from various authorities who pre-
dicted the failure of the scheme. The process, however, has
now been completed under the auspices of the London
County Council, with the result that although the works at
the southern outfall at Crossness came into operation so re-
cently as last June, the water of the Thames is now said to
be completely free from nuisance. This result, which we
understand has been accomplished at a cost of about one-half
the amount of the lowest estimate of the Royal Commission on
Sewage Disposal, is claimed to be due to the careful considera-
tion of the facts underlying the systems of chemical precipi-
tation of sewage, for whereas the custom that yet obtains
throughout the country is to use very large quantities of ex-
pensive precipitation agents, the sewage of London is at the
present moment being freed from solid matters by Mr.
Dibdin's process of employing a very small quantity of about
four or five grains of lime and one grain of copperas to the
gallon of sewage. It was originally proposed as an addi-
tional safeguard that the effluent might in summer time be
treated by a dose of permanganate of soda, but the experience
of the past few months has conclusively demonstrated the
possibility of freeing the river from nuisance without em-
ploying this expensive salt. It may be stated that the Lon-
don County Council, through its officers, are carrying out a
careful series of experiments for the purpose of ascertainingf
the most efficient and economical method of filtering the
effluent so as to render it purer, so that it may, if necessary,
be discharged into the river in a perfectly clear and pellucid
condition.

WATER SUPPLIES FROM LAKES.
A LONDON physician acquainted with Hamburg writes to the
Times under the initials " F.R.C.P." to urge that the Elbe
should be entirely abandoned as a source of water supply for
Hamburg. He states that among the lakes within a reason-
able distance of the town, two-that at Ratzeburg at a dis-
tance of 35 miles, and that at Schallsee a little further off-
might be made to furnish a trustworthy source of water
supply. The population resident on the banks of these lakes
is small, and " F.R.C.P." suggests that with proper filtering
beds the water might be rendered perfectly pure. The letter
is an echo of the tendency shown in this country to resort to
lakes rather than to rivers for urban water supplies. If we
accept the principle that the way to obtain a pure water sup-
ply is to prevent pollution, and not to rely on removal of im-
purities after pollution has been permitted to occur, it follows
that we must look to lakes, natural as in the case of Man-
chester, or artificial as in that of Liverpool. A lake is a far
more manageable unit than a river which runs through a
large tract of country and is liable to pollution at any point
of its course. A large and wealthy city such as Hamburg
may acquire absolute rights over the whole watershed of a
small lake, and may so deal with the sewage of the inhabitants
of the basin as to ensure that it shall not find its way into
the lake.

ILLEGAL SALE OF POISONS.
WE publish in another column communications which have
passed between the Chairman of the Parliamentary Bills
Committee of the British Medical Association and the Presi-
dent of the Pharmaceutical Society. We are enabled to state
that there is no foundation whatever for the suggestion that
the Council of that Society is in any degree indisposed to enter
upon the task of enforcing the provisions of the Pharmacy
Act, in accordance with the decision in the chlorodyne case
as expressly urged by the Treasury and by the British
Medical Association. That suggestion in a trade journal was
perhaps based upon nothing more substantial than the non-

appearance of cases of prosecution by the Council. The fact
is, as we are informed, that prosecutions have to be taken to
the County Courts, and when the persons proceeded against
admit their offence, no publication of the fact can be made.
It appears that in several instances firms having extended
agencies throughout the country have been proceeded against
for the illegal sale of proprietary articles containing poison,
and without exception they have paid the penalty incurred
besides promising to discontinue the illegal practice. Con-
sequently the statement which has been made that " there
are defendants ready " to dispute the decision in the chloro-
dyne case and contest the action of the Council of the
Pharmaceutical Society is obviously erroneous. On the other
hand we learn from various sources that the illegal sale of
proprietary preparations containing poison is being generally
discontinued, and that such articles cannot now be purchased
of grocers or other unqualified persons. Moreover we are in-
formed that the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society is
proceeding to fulfil the du,,y which rests upon it in regard to
the sale of poisons-discreetly and temperately, but not the
less stringently, wherever it may be necessary; and we are
glad to learn that the intention is to follow up that course of
procedure until a stop is put to the illegal and pernicious
sale of poison which has been so long a matter of censure by
the medical profession, and of danger to the community.

THE TREATMENT OF FEMALE INEBRIATES IN
NEW YORK.

A LAW was passed by the New York State Legislature at the
close of last session giving judges power to commit women
who are confirmed drunkards, or who are addicted to the exces-
sive use of any narcotic drug, to St. Saviour's Sanitarium, a
new institution which was lately founded for the purpose.
The committal may be for one year, with further extensions
if necessary. The Episcopal Sisterhood of St. Mary has
undertaken to manage the institution, which is.situated in
the northern part of New York, on Inwood Heights, over-
looking the Hudson River and the surrounding country.
The institution is designed especially for women of the
wealthier classes, and the charges are from about 5 to 10
guineas a week. In the case of women of superior education
and culture, however, who are victims to inebriety, want of
means will not constitute a bar to their admission.

SUICIDE OF A COLONIAL SURGEON.
PUBLIC feeling has been greatly stirred during the last week
by the tragic circumstances connected with and following
the inquest on a young woman named Sharpe, who had for
some time passed as the wife of Dr. Heron, colonial surgeon
at Bathurst, on the Gambia River, West Africa. The circum-
stances attending the death were in the first instance of a
very puzzling character, and have not yet been cleared up.
When medical help was summoned the symptoms were con-
sidered by Dr. Benham, the medical man called in, to be
consistent with rupture of a vessel at the base of the brain,
but then other symptoms indicating narcotic poisoning were
present. A considerable number of injections of ether and
strychnine were made, but without effect; and, according to
statements subsequentlymade, both morphine andbelladonna,
apparently, had been taken before death. The whole matter,
however, will be further investigated at the adjourned in-
quest, when the toxicological conditions will be reported on
by Dr. Luff. Dr. Heron gave evidence at the inquest,
when he was much agitated, and appeared to be
overwhelmed with grief. But on this aspect of the painful
case nothing more can be said until the facts are more de-
finitely investigated. Meantime, however, the unhappy man
has committed suicide, so that the mouth of the principal
witness is for ever closed. According to statements made in
the daily papers, Dr. Heron was a diplomate of Glasgow, and
acted for some time as an assistant to Dr. Kennedy, of Plais-
tow, during the years 1883-4, entering the colonial medical
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service towards the end of 1884. Dr. Kennedy is reported to
have spoken of him as an able assistant, who was much
liked. He was born in J'amaica, and had, whilst studying in
ILondon, married at the age of 18, returning with his wife to
live in Jamaica. It is stated that his first wife died in
Jamaica from poisoning, which was found at an inquest to
*have occurred from misadventure. According to an aocount
published in the Times, Dr. Heron held the appointment of
parochial medical officer at Manchester, Jamaica. He was a
general favourite in the island, his handsome presence and
polished manners being a subject of remark amongst all
classes. His wife was an exceedingly accomplished and
pretty woman, but of a very jealous temperament. As a
consequence the pair did not live very happily together,
violent quarrels being of frequent occurrence. In 1881 Mrs.
Heron was in ill-health for some time, and her husband
prescribed for her. One day the illness took an alarming
turn, and Drs. George Rogers and Cook were hurriedly
called in. They found Mrs. Heron in a very serious
,condition and foaming at the mouth. She never rallied,
and died soon afterwards. A post-mortem examination
was held, and traces of prussic acid were found in the
stomach. At the inquest Dr. Heron first offered the explana-
tion that his native dispenser had accidentally sent him
prussic acid instead of morphine, as he had requested. Sub-
sequently he stated that no prussic acid was administered,
but that he had inadvertently given his wife an overdose of
morphine. The verdict of the jury practically exonerated
Dr. Woodburn Heron, but so strong was the general current
of opinion against him that he was boycotted by the resi-
dents, professionally and socially, while the coloured popula-
tion regarded him with superstitious distrust. As a conse-
quence his private practice dwindled down to very small pro-
portions, though he still retained his official appointment.
Within a few months of his wife's death he appeared to
become very dissatisfied with his existence in Manchester, and
,resigned his post, finally quitting the island five months after
the inquest. As a physician, Dr. Heron lhad, it is said, a curi-
ous partiality for prescribing morphine in almost every case.

CORONERSHIP FOR NORTH-WEST LONDON.
DR. LUXMORE DREW, Barrister-at-Law, has "been appointed
Coroner for the North-West Metropolitan District, in the
place of the late Dr. Diplock, by the County Council. The
salary is £780 a year. There were numerous candidates, and
twelve were submitted to the vote. Dr. Drew was, as we
have previously stated, the candidate recommended by the
,committee of selection.

VIEWING THE BODY.
AT a recent metropolitan inquest considerable discussion
occurred between the coroner and a medical witness as to
the necessity of viewing the body, to which the witness raised
objection as being unnecessary and dangerous to health. The
facts are, however, that unless an inquest be held super visu
-eorporis it is not legal. The coroner has no discretion. Thf-
jury must view the body as the law now stands. Inquests
have been held without view, but at the risk of being quashed,
or of the coroner being censured by the Lord Chancellor. In
such cases no one has interfered, and the inquests have
passed unchallenged. An alteration of the law was contem-
plated by a Bill introduced last session in the House of
Commons, but it was not passed. The coroners are them-
selves divided in opinion as to retaining or dispensing with
the view. The matter has been warmly debated by the
Coroners' Society, and the view entertained by a small
'majority was that any alteration of the law should be per-
-missive.

WE regret to report the death on Monday last of Dr. Alex-
ander Keiller, of Edinburgh, at the advanced age of 81. For
two generations Dr. Keiller has been a prominent figure in
the medical profession in and about Edinburgh.

SCOTLAND.
THE managers of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary are about

to proceed to the appointment of two assistant physicians
and two assistant surgeons. Many candidates are in the field
for the four vacancies.

WE are glad to be able to report that Surgeon-General
Fasson, the superintendent of the Edinburgh Royal Infirm-
ary, is gradually recovering from his recent serious illness.
Much sympathy is felt with Mr. Fasson, who has compara-
tively recently passed through severe family affliction.

EPIDEMIC OF SCARLET FEVER IN EDINBURGH.
EIGHTY-ONE cases of scarlet fever were last week reported to
the medical officer of the city, and 63 -during the previous
week. At the end of last week something like 160 cases were
under treatment in the fever wards of the City Hospital-a
number which could scarcely have been received but for the
comparative absence of the other infectious fevers in the
city. At a subcommittee meeting of the Public Health Com-
mittee of the Town Council held on September 23rd, it was
agreed that the Canongate Hospital should, if required, be
called into requisition for scarlet fever patients. This Hos-
pital had been set aside as a cholera hospital, but its use in
this other way will not involve any relaxation of the pre-
cautions.

OPENING OF THE NEW INFIRMARY BUILDINGS,
ABERDEEN.

THE new infirmary buildings are to be opened by the Princess
Louise on Tuesday, October 4th. Her Royal Highness will
be received by the directors of the institution, the chairman
will present her with an address, and afterwards the Lord
Provost will present her with a silver key to open the new
wing of the building.

THE ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY EXTENSION SCHEME.
NOT much has been heard of lately regarding the extension
scheme of the University, but the energy of the promoters
has not been wasted. Within the past week Mr. Charles
Mitchell, of the firm of Sir William Armstrong, Mitchell,
and Company (Newcastle), has given a fresh stimulus to
the scheme. Mr. Mitchell came to Aberdeen for the purpose
of consulting the members of the Committee who are develop-
ing the extension scheme with the idea of suggesting various
improvements he desires to see effected on the plans, and for
th,e carrying through of which he generously offered the
needed funds. Mr. Mitchell is anxious that science classes
for artisans should be established in the evenings; that
there should be a professor of engineering and a professor of
agriculture; and he also desires that a large central hall
should be erected. 'The money required to carry out the
new suggestions would be between £10,000 and £12,000.

IRELAND.
VICEREGAL APPOINTMENTS.

THE new Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland has made the following
appointments to the Viceregal Household: Dr. Christopher
Nixon, as Physician in Ordinary to the Lord-Lieutenant ; Mr.
Tobin and Mr. Chance, as Surgeons; Dr. A. H. Jacob, as
Surgeon Oculist; and Mr. Corbett, as Surgeon Dentist.

INFANT MORTALITY IN DUBLIN.
A CORRESPONDENCE in the Echo on the question " Can scien-
tific men explain why a larger proportion of children survive
their first year of existence in Dublin that in the twenty-eight
large towns of Englands and Wales?" reminds one a little
of the famous question, attributed to Charles II, " Why does
a full bowl of water not overflow when gold fish are added to


